THE  ENGLISH RENAISSANCE

of the Church contemplated by the Erasmian reformers. In
Germany, and later in other countries, it became an attack
not only on the abuses of the Church but on the Church
itself. This revolutionary movement had at first very little
effect in England except on a few scholars like William Tyn-
dale. Between 1517 and 1529 England seemed of all Euro-
pean countries to be the most firmly attached to the Pope.
Before the divorce controversy became acute Henry posed
as the paladin of the Church; he wrote a Latin book against
Luther and received from the grateful Pope the title of
Defender of the Faith. But two forces were working to
undermine this alliance between England and the Papacy.
One was Henry's desire to possess Anne Boleyn. The other
was the strong anti-clerical movement in England. This
movement was not at first Protestant, though afterwards it
gathered force by the spread of the Protestant doctrine. It
was due partly to honest indignation at the immense power
and wealth possessed by the Church and the way in which
that power and wealth were abused, and partly to the baser
motive of envy of the Church's possessions and the desire of
private persons to enrich themselves at its expense. The
families which had become rich by breeding sheep and manu-
facturing and exporting cloth consisted of hard-headed
business men, aggressive individualists who looked with in-
dignation on what appeared to them to be a waste of broad
lands and vast treasure on the maintenance of idle monks and
nuns and friars. The king, too, by his reckless extravagance
had squandered the whole of the vast sums accumulated by
his father and needed money badly. The great religious
orders whose houses and possessions had been admired by
the Venetian envoy in Henry VIFs time were a tempting
bait. Closely connected with them were other religious and
semi-religious corporations such as the chantries and the
guilds, which also had large possessions. In fact, the old
medieval communal life, wealthy, to a certain extent corrupt,
and helpless, was confronted by the power of aggressive
private capitalism in the first flush of its lusty youth. That
power allied itself with the king who had been alienated from
the Church on account of the divorce. The parliament sum-
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